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Amendments to the Specification : 

On page 13, please replace the Abstract with the following: 

A switching device and a method for the configuration thereof is disclosed. A 
first aspect of the present invention comprises a switching device. The switching device 
comprises at least one line card and at least one switching card. The device includes a mid-plane 
coupled to the at least one line card and the at least one switching card. The A second aspect of 
the invention comprises a method for configuring a switching device. The method for 
configuring a switching device comprises providing a mid-plane, and providing at least one 
switching card and at least one line card on the mid-plane. The at least one switching card and 
the at least one line card are perpendicular to each other. 
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